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Islam arose in the 

Arabian peninsula in 

the early 600’s 



Mecca –Medina- Jerusalem 



•Caliph-successor 

to Muhammad 

 



 

•Divisions grow -->who should 

rule after Muhammad's death 



Sunni 

• caliph should be 

chosen by Muslim 

leaders 

 

• Do not view the 

caliph as divine 



Shiites 

• Believed that only the 

descendants of the prophet 

Muhammad should be his 

successors 

• Believed that the descendants of 

the prophet were divinely inspired 



Caliphate 
• After the death of Muhammad, 

Abu Bakr was elected the first 

caliph 

• The period when Muslims were 

ruled by caliphs (600’s to 900’s) was 

known as the caliphate 



The Spread of Islam 

• under Abu Bakr 

– Spreads quickly to parts 

of the Byzantine empire, 

the Persian empire, Egypt, 

and Spain 

 

– Conquest & Conversion 

 
Abu Bakr 





Reasons for the spread 

of Islam 

• Good treatment of 

defeated people 

( fair and tolerant) 



• Strong Army 





• weak Opponents 

(Persia and Byzantine empires, 

Spain, North Africa, India, 

Southeast Asia) 



•United ( in their 

belief of Islam) 

 
 



The  

Sharia 

• Islamic system of law 



Difference with the west 

• West= Canon (religious) law 

and royal law 

• Islam = Sharia for both 

religious and worldly 

matters 



Social Patterns 

• “social Mobility” 

 

• It became possible to move up 

in the social order, 

especially through religious, 

scholarly, or military 

achievements. 



 

 

•As in Greece and Rome 

slavery was common 

 

•Religiously tolerant 

     -Tax on non-

Muslims 



Women 

• Islam teaches 

the Spiritual 

equality of 

men & women 



Women (2) 

• However, in 

Muslim society 

the roles and 

rights of 

women 

differed from 

those of men 

 

Upper class women = more likely 

to be secluded and restricted 



Umayyad Dynasty 

• From A.D. 661 

until A.D. 750 

• Continued to 

spread rapidly  



• Based in Damascus 

• Conquest brought wealth 

Umayyad Dynasty 











 

Damascus Today – Green lights are minarets 



• Tensions developed as 

wealth from conquest 

increased the gap between 

the rich and the poor 

 

Where have we seen this 

 

before . . .  

 



• Answer: ROME! 

And just like Rome, this 
was the downfall of the 

Umayyad Dynasty. 
 



the Abbassid Dynasty 
• Unhappy 

Muslims rebel 

• capture 

Damascus in 750 

a.d.  

• Begins the 

Abbassid 

Dynasty which 

rules until the 

1200’s (500 years) 



• The Abbassids ruled from Baghdad 

the Abbassid Dynasty (2) 

Ancient 

Library  in    

Baghdad 



Don’t Write: One of the few Abbasid palaces left in Baghdad located near the 
North Gate overlooking the Tigris. It is believed to have been built by Caliph Al-
Naser Ledinillah (1179 - 1225 AD). 



 

Early Abbassid rulers enjoyed great 

wealth and power, and the Muslim   

world experienced    a golden age. 



Education 

The prophet 

Muhammad 

taught a 

respect for 

learning 

that 

continued in 

Muslim 

culture 

throughout 

the ages 



• Centers of learning were  

– Baghdad 

– Cairo 

– Cordoba 



Cordoba, Spain 



Cairo, Egypt 



Art 

• Muslim religious leaders 

forbade artists to portray 

God or Mohammad in 

religious art 

• Instead 

Calligraphy 

Was popular 









Literature 

• One Thousand and one 

Nights 

– includes fables, humor, and 

romance 

– “arabian nights” 

 

*Poetry favored 

Over tales 



Philosophy 

• Ibn Rushd (Averroes)  

• Philosopher 

• Spain 

• strongly 

influenced 

medieval scholars 

with his writings 

on Aristotle 

Aristotle  

Ibn Rushd  



Math & Science 

• Muslims pioneered the study 

of Algebra and made huge 

strides in Astronomy and 

medicine 



Economic Achievements 

• Muslims had an extensive 

trade network and 

encouraged manufacturing 

• Agriculture also flourished 



This is a painting of an Abbassid Caliph 

meeting with Charlemagne 



islaM’s influence on 

Europe 

• Spain became a magnificent 

Muslim cultural center  

• Muslim princes encouraged 

poetry, the arts, and learning 

• The Muslims continued their 

policy of toleration 

– Hiring Jewish officials and 

encouraging Christian students to 

study Greek thought 



• Abbassid rule slowly 

declines after their 

golden age ( starting 

around 850 A.D.)  

 



The Big Idea 

• The Muslim World: 

– Included lands and peoples from 

parts of three continents 

– Preserved, blended, and spread 

various surrounding cultures 

– Enjoyed a prosperous golden age 

with advances in art, literature, 

mathematics, and science 

– Spread new ideas and intelligence 

to Christian Europe 



as-salam alaykum  

Ma' Alsalam 

  السلام عليكم

Hello 
(greetings)  

(peace be upon you) 

GOODBYE 

(God be with You) 

  مع السلامة


