Romanesque c. 1050-1200 (12t" century)
Early Gothic c¢. 1140-1200
High Gothic c¢. 1200-1300 (13t century)
Late Gothic c. 1300-1500




* replace destruction of 9" & 10t centuries invasions

* rise of towns

* new function of churches — not just for clergy but for laity
* beautify house of God

* PILGRIMAGES

ARCHITECTURAL GOALS:

* height (towards heaven)




- Rounded Arches.

- Barrel vaults.
- Thick walls.

- Darker, simplistic interiors.

- Small windows, usually at the
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1.“Romanesque” is the first international
style since the Roman Empire. Also
known as the “Norman” style in England

2.Competition among cities for the largest
churches, which continues in the Gothic
period via a “quest for height.”

3.Masonry (stone) the preferred medium.
Rejection of wooden structures or | 1
structural elements. S — 3

4. East end of church the focus for
liturgical services. West end for the
entrance to church.



urch portals as “billboards” for
scripture or elements of faith.

6.Cruciform plans. Church as a metaphor
for heaven.

7. Elevation : the nave higher than the
side aisles.
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8. Interiors articulated by
repetitive series of
moldings. Heavy masonry
forms seem lighter with
applied decoration.

9. Bays divide the nave into
compartments

10.Round-headed arches the
norm.

11.Small windows in
comparison to buildings to
withstand weight




Church of St. Etienne
Caen, France

1115-1120
ROMANESQUE




Caen, France, begun 1067

Most critics consider the abbey church of
Saint-Etienne at Caen the masterpiece of
Norman Romanesque architecture. It was
begun by William of Normandy in 1067 and
must have advanced rapidly, as he was buried
there in 1087.

The spires were added to the towers during
the Gothic age in an attempt to bring the
structure closer to the heavens.

The use of these groin vaults gave the interior
a more spacious feel, and allowed for the
addition of large windowed arches in the third
story. The result reduced the interior wall
suface and gave Saint-Etienne’s nave a light
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Pisa Cathedral Complex — Pisa, Italy (begun in 1063)




Sta. Sabina St. Michael, St. Sernin

Hildesheim
c. 425 c. 1000 c. 1100
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Experiments with Barrel Vaults
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Speyer,
Germany, begun
1030;
nave vaults,
ca. 1082-1106
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Groin Vaulted Nave

alternate support system
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Sta. Sabina c. 425 St. Michael, Hildeshetm  St. Sernin c. 1100
c. 1000

Architectural Goals:

- stone vaulting
» height \
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Pointed arches.

Flying buttresses.
Ribbed vaults.

Stained glass windows.
Gargoyles - drainage

Elaborate, ornate interior.

Taller, more airy a lots of light.







Addition
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Notre Dame
Cathedral

flying
buttresses
c. 1175
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FLYING
BUTTRESSES

CLERESTORY
TRIFORIUM



Lateral secti
D\ Durham Cath
—

Notre Dame, Paris
Flying Buttress

Quadrant
Arch

=
P — L
I
- /it X
; 77 — WELT "f“-b,; -
I I AP !“0 9
g T ke

[T
RETLL T 1T

T
I V.
I 1 4
AN T T
7 mmismm
”
1 5
A
3= T ]]I I/, <
/

LT N

il




lateral ridge

lateral web
longitudinal ridge

transverse rib

// NS
. N
o - \-
# By v
iago
L\ 2
y/ ///\
A ifl #7 ¥
(4,1,‘ Y springing
% b (S
{ Il % | mullion S
:" 1 i IJ i fighy
— ! N
s \HHID iy
#4C
/ X N
/_ \’ =N string course
) \
4 respond
! s triforium
gargoyle = T b RaD B spandrel
c = A\ :
USp ———— =t |}(|j . arcade arch
oculys ———! _j Ak i
- — - ! (1 :aucus
setofl — o] g A FE o
— EAC IR Hi- main arcade
e w118 (b g = it
LS I {
N T
rL!T_I__ pltier cantonné
; IR S
&) T -
— base
= ramro ' e
o — LA
2 e -
wall arcade : . & Z =:
D e T A =i acws s 7 2
{ N aisle—— A\ central or main vessel ———
ot me, Paris
Notre Dame, P
L




Abbey Church of

Saint Denis




Other Gothic innovations

For the glory
of God.

e

For religious
instructions.
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3 Story Elevation:

Clerestory
Gallery
Nave Arcade




lancet &
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Which Vault Is Which?







and select “quicktime movies” on the bottom. Take a tour of this cathedral (by clicking on
the yellow buttons) and tell me whether it is a Romanesque or Gothic cathedral. Give me
five examples to prove you are right.

Then, go back to the home page and select “sculpture program”. Follow the directions so
you can listen to the story of one of the sculptures on the church. Tell me about one story
you heard.

Sources for photos




