
AP World History 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Assignment: Choose one book from the reading list, and write a reaction journal. You 

may choose fiction or non-fiction. Your reflections will be informed by your studies. 

 

As you read your book, write a one-page reaction to each chapter. If you have any 

question about what constitutes a “chapter,” e-mail me and we will decide together. 

(aleston@sfponline.org) 

 

Reaction Journals are to be typed double-spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman, left 

page alignment, & one inch margins. THEY ARE TO BE SUBMITTED ON 

TURNIT.COM NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 2
nd

. 

 

What is a Reaction Paper? 

“Reactions” are NOT SUMMARIES, but instead include the following: 

 Connections to current events, class discussions from freshman year, and other 

literature you have read. 

 How this chapter contributes to your understanding of the place, belief systems, 

politics, trade, conflict, personalities, and time period in question. 

 Excellent and relevant quotes from the book, citing page number and context, 

with commentary from you about why the quote sums up important ideas to the 

study of the time period. 

 Inferences you have made that contribute to your understanding of the time 

period. 

 Questions – anything you did not understand in this chapter? If you include 

questions in your reaction, remember that you will need to answer those questions 

in your comments on another chapter in the book… 

 

Due Date: 

By September 2nd at TURNITIN.COM 

 CLASS ID :12752812 

 ENROLLMENT PASSWORD: APWORLD2017 

 

NB: Resist the temptation to watch a video or read “cliff notes” instead of reading a book 

to complete this assignment. Neither of these activities earns points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER READING LIST 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION LIST 

 

 The Red Tent – Anita Diamant 

Fictional version of life of women in pastoral society, as told by Dinah, daughter 

of Jacob. 

 Imperium – Robert Harris 

A novel of ancient Rome – the cautionary tale of Cicero, the greatest orator of all 

time, and his extraordinary struggle for power in Rome. 

 Pompeii – Robert Harris 

A Roman engineer tries to avert disaster. 

 The Virtues of War – Steven Pressfield 

Epic novel of Alexander the Great as if told by the man himself- a stunningly 

intimate account of the battles, the triumphs, and the tragedy of a man who 

conquered the world. 

 Gate of Fire – Steven Pressfield 

Epic novel of the Battle of Thermopylae Pass. If you loved “300,” this may be for 

you! 

 The Water Thief – Ben Pastor 

Murder mystery rich in late Roman and early Christian history.  

 The Source – James Michener 

Michener vividly re-creates life in and around an ancient city during critical 

periods of its existence, and traces the profound history of the Jews, including that 

of the early Hebrews and their persecution, the impact of Christianity on the 

Jewish world, the Crusades, and the Spanish Inquisition. This is an epic tale of 

love, strength, and faith that finally arrives at the founding of Israel and the 

modern conflict in the Middle East. A compelling history of the Holy Land and its 

people & a richly written saga encompassing the development of Western 

civilization. 

 Brunelleschi’s Dome – Ross King 

How a Renaissance genius re-invented architecture in Florence. Excellent reading 

for anyone who plans to be an engineer or architect.  

 Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling – Ross King 

Re-creates Michelangelo's day-to-day world: the assistants who worked directly 

on the Sistine Chapel, the continuing rivalry with Raphael and others who had 

much to do with his world (da Vinci, Savonarola, Ariosto, Machiavelli, Martin 

Luther, Erasmus…) A clear vision of the "novelty" of Michelangelo's image of 

God, and how "completely unheard of in previous depictions of the ancestors of 

Christ" was his use of women. 

 Turkish Reflections: Biography of a Place – Mary Lee Settle 

An intimate portrait of Turkey by a tourist who falls in love with historical & 

modern Turkey: emperors & nomads, sultans & shepherds; she explores trails 

blazed by Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, Genghis Kahn,and Ataturk. This is a 

cross country odyssey into history, legend, mystery, and myth. 

 



 I, Juan de Pareja – Elizabeth Borton de Trevino 

Society of Classical Spain and the great painter Velasquez, through the eyes of his 

closest associate and servant. Yes, P-a-r-e-j-a. 

 Nathaniel’s Nutmeg – Giles Milton 

Best-selling tale of British East India trader pursuing spice, in a race against the 

Dutch… 

 The Scarlet Pimpernel – Baroness Emmuska Orczy 

Reign of terror in France during/after the French Revolution; enter, the masked 

avenger! 

 Tale of Two Cities – Charles Dickens 

London and Paris. Do you see what Voltaire saw when he considered the two?  

 Samurai William: The Englishman Who Opened the East – Giles Milton 

The true story behind James Clavell’s best-selling Shogun: the tale of a man who 

tried to bridge two worlds. 

 Nectar in a Sieve – Kamala Markandaya 

Beautiful & eloquent story of an Indian peasant woman’s life caring for her 

husband and family, while the country underwent British occupation. 

 Germinal – Emile Zola 

Expresses outrage at the exploitation of the many by the few during the Industrial 

Revolution, but also shows humanity’s capacity for compassion and hope.  

 Cry the Beloved Country – Alan Paton 

Impassioned novel about a black man’s country under white man’s law – deeply 

moving story of a Zulu pastor & his son and racial injustice in Southern Africa.  

 King Leopold’s Ghost – Adam Hochschild 

Congo as the personal fief of the King of Belgium. 

 Two Hearts of Kwasi Boachi – Arthur Japin 

Two West African princes are sent to study in Holland in the 1830’s. 

 Snow Flower and the Secret Fan - Lisa See 

In 19th Century China two women become best friends, endure foot binding, and 

more… Excellent!  

 Samarkand – Amin Maaluf 

Fictional story of Omar Kayyam’s Rubiat, and its subsequent re-discovery by a 

wealthy collector traveling on the Titanic.  

 The Samurai – Shusaku Endo 

Traces experiences of first Japanese envoys to Europe & Mexico- Set in the 

period preceding the Christian persecutions. Translated from Japanese. 

 A Passage to India – E.M. Forester 

Novel about a young English woman in colonial India. Library. 

 The Janissary Tree – Jason Goodwin 

Murder mystery set in the twilight of the Ottoman Empire 

 Trinity – Leon Uris 

The history of the Irish Struggle. You will finally understand!  

 The Guns of August – Barbara Tuchman 

The world leading up to the beginning of World War I – August, 1914. 

 



 The Kitchen Boy – Robert Alexander 

A story of the last Tsar of Russia, as seen through the eyes of a kitchen boy. 

 The Bonesetter’s Daughter – Amy Tan 

China in the early 20th century – Bones of Peking Man or Dragon Bones? 

Generations of women, and secrets brought from China.  

 The Dark Child: The Autobiography of an African Boy - Camara Laye 

Author’s childhood memories: his father's work as a goldsmith and his position in 

society, his parent's magic,village life, the rice harvest, elementary Koranic 

education, circumcision and young men's secret society, secondary education in 

Conakry, girls and courtship, and departure to study in France. After almost half a 

century in print, this deserves to be called a classic. 

 Red Azalea – Anchee Min 

An honest and frightening memoir of growing up in Communist China during the 

Cultural Revolution. 

 Haj – Leon Uris 

Novel about the Arab-Israeli struggle and how it affects individual lives and 

destinies, brought to life by following two families on opposite sides of the 

divide... 

 

 

Non-fiction Book List  

 The Hidden Dimension – Edward T. Hall 

Not really history, but cultural and human “proxemics” – demonstrates how 

man’s use of space defines personal, business and cross-cultural relations. 

 Ghengis Khan and the Making of the Modern World – Jack Weatherford 

 How the Irish Saved Civilization – T. Cahill – Library 

Brilliant!! Follows three thinkers of Western Civ to demonstrate how they 

changed the world forever. 

 Warriors of God – James Reston, Jr. 

Richard the Lionheart and Saladin in the Third Crusade – brings an objective 

perspective to the gallantry, greed, and religious fervor that fueled the bold clash 

between Christians and Muslims. 

 A World Lit Only by Fire – William Manchester 

Medieval world – was there brilliance? 

 Medieval Women – Eileen Power 

Great detail on lives of women – life, worship, work, education – written on a 

college level. 

 The Day the Universe Changed – James Burke 

Brilliant! Interrelated events that changed the world in unforeseen ways. FULL of 

insight & connections. 

 Isaac Newton – James Gleick 

Brings the reader into Newton’s reclusive life, but primarily provides clear 

explanations of the concepts that forever changed our perception of bodies, rest, 

and motion – ideas so basic to the 21st century that it can truly be said: We are all 

Newtonians! Recommended for math/physics students. 



 Napoleon’s Buttons: How 17 Molecules Changed History – Penney M. Le 

Couteur, Jay Burreson – For the chemist in all of us! Recommended for those 

interested in science as part of history. 

 SALT: A World History – The story of world history tracked through the trade of 

salt. 

 The History of the World in 6 Glasses – Tom Standage 

World history described around the six world-changing beverages. Can you guess 

what they are? 

 1421: The Year the Chinese Discovered America – G. Menzies 

On the New York Times Best Sellers list forever… 

 When China Ruled the Seas – Louise Levathes - In When China Ruled the Seas, 

Louise Levathes takes a fascinating and unprecedented look at this dynamic period 

in China's enigmatic history, focusing on China's rise as a naval power that literally 

could have ruled the world and at its precipitious plunge into isolation when a new 

emperor ascended the Dragon Throne. 

 Life Along the Silk Road – Susan Whitfield - In the first 1,000 years after Christ, 

merchants, missionaries, monks, mendicants, and military men traveled on the vast 

network of Central Asian tracks that became known as the Silk Road. Linking 

Europe, India, and the Far East, the route passed through many countries and many 

settlements, from the splendid city of Samarkand to tiny desert hamlets. Susan 

Whitfield creates a rich and varied portrait of life along the greatest trade route in 

history in a vivid, lively, and learned account that spans the eighth through the tenth 

centuries. Recounting the lives of ten individuals who lived at different times during 

this period, Whitfield draws on contemporary sources and uses firsthand accounts 

whenever possible to reconstruct the history of the route through the personal 

experiences of these characters. 

 Salt – Mike Kurlansky - The only rock we eat, salt has shaped civilization from the 

very beginning, and its story is a glittering, often surprising part of the history of 

humankind. A substance so valuable it served as currency, salt has influenced the 

establishment of trade routes and cities, provoked and financed wars, secured 

empires, and inspired revolutions.  

 First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers – Loung Ung 

- One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Loung Ung lived a 

privileged life in the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five. Then, 

in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army stormed into the city, forcing Ung's 

family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child soldier in a 

work camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and those who 

survived the horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was destroyed. 

 The Human Web  - McNeill, John Robert - In a spirited and original contribution 

to this quickening discussion, two renowned historians, father and son, explore the 

webs that have drawn humans together in patterns of interaction and exchange, 

cooperation and competition, since earliest times. 

 My Name is Red - Pamuk, Orhan - a transporting tale set amid the splendor and 

religious intrigue of sixteenth-century Istanbul. 

 Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices - Schivelbusch, Wolfgang   

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=Wolfgang+Schivelbusch


 Pomeranz, Kenneth, and Topik, Steven. The World That Trade Created: Society, 

Culture, and the World Economy – 1400 to the Present, Second Edition. New 

York: M.E. Sharpe, 2006 - In a series of brief vignettes the authors bring to life 

international trade and its actors, and also demonstrate that economic activity 

cannot be divorced from social and cultural contexts. In the process they make clear 

that the seemingly modern concept of economic globalization has deep historical 

roots. 

 Hersey, John. Hiroshima. -O n August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was destroyed by the 

first atom bomb ever dropped on a city. This book, John Hersey's journalistic 

masterpiece, tells what happened on that day. Told through the memories of 

survivors. 

 Whiting, Robert. You Gotta Have Wa. - A hilarious, informative, and riveting 

account of Japanese baseball and the cultural clashes that ensued when Americans 

began playing there professionally. 

 Chan, Koonchung. The Fat Years. - An entire month has gone missing from 

Chinese records. No one has any memory of it, and no one seems to care except for 

a small circle of friends who will stop at nothing to get to the bottom of the sinister 

cheerfulness and amnesia that have possessed the nation. 

 

 

 

NEW FOR 2015-2016 
 

Fiction 

  

 Anil's Ghost by Michael Ondaatje; A book about the recent past in Sri Lanka. It 

concerns a young forensic anthropologist returning to the land of her birth as an 

investigator for a human rights organization. ***  

 Nakazawa, Keiji. Barefoot Gen: The Day After. A semi-autobiographical 

account of Keiji Nakazawa's life growing up in Hiroshima, Japan during and after 

WWII. Incredibly graphic and violent.  

 Beneath a Sky of Porphyry by Aïcha Lemsine. Describes life in an Algerian 

village before, during & after the war of liberation against French 

 Beneath the Lion‟s Gaze by Maaza Mengiste. Describes events in Ethiopia 

leading up to and beyond the revolution that toppled Haile Selaisse. Includes 

some rather graphic scenes. 

  Bitter Grounds by Sandra Benítez; story of several generations of women in El 

Salvador in the city & countryside.  

 Black Mamba Boy by Nadifa Mohamed. Story of a boy‟s wandering around East 

Africa in 1935. 

 Burmese Days by George Orwell; White man‟s rule in Upper Burma and India 

before WWII.  

 The Cairo Trilogy: Palace Walk or Palace of Desire (You only need to read 

one) by Najib Mahfuz (or Naguib Mahfouz, Nobel Prize winner) Story of a family 

living in Cairo. The first introduces the family and the different forces that affect 

it after WWI. The second shows the conflicts of the 1920s. 



  Darkness at Noon by Arthur Koestler. Man interrogated during the Soviet 

Union‟s treason trials of the 1930s.  

 Death and the King's Horseman by Wole Soyinka. (Nobel Prize winner). tragic 

story of traditional African culture in Oyo, an ancient Yoruba city of Nigeria, in 

1946, when the king dies.  

 Death in the Andes by Mario Vargas Llosa. Start of Sendero Luminoso 

Movement (Shining Path) in Peru.  

 Destination Biafra by Buchi Emecheta. Tells the story of Nigeria during the 

Biafran war.  

 Four Reigns by Kukrit Pramoj. Looks at the reigns of four Thai kings, and the 

social and political changes in Bangkok from the end of the 19th C to  

 WWII The Glass Palace by Amitav Ghosh. Describes life in Burma and for 

Burmese Indians during the British conquest, WWII and up to the imprisonment 

of Aung San Suu Kyi.  

 God's Bits of Wood by Ousmane Sembene. 1947 strike on the Dakar-Niger 

railway in colonial Senegal. 

  Grain of Wheat by Ngugi W. Thiong'o; Independence struggle in Kenya against 

British rule during the 50s 

  Heart of Redness by Zakes Mda. Shows some the conflicts facing traditional 

villages in South Africa and the struggle between “modernity” and “traditionalist” 

stemming back to the Xhosa Cattle Killing Movement.  

 House of Spirits – Isabel Allende. Chile leading up to the military overthrow of 

President Allende. 

  Imagining Argentina by Lawrence Thornton. Argentina when thousands 

disappeared in the late 1970s. 

  In the Time of Butterflies by Julia Alvarez. Story of four Dominican sisters' 

struggle against Trujillo.  

 The Journey of Tao Kim Nam by Malcolm Bosse. The travels of man from 

North Vietnam to South Vietnam.  

 Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood by Richard E. Kim. Korean 

family‟s experiences during Japanese occupation. 

  Of Love and Shadows by Isabel Allende. Describes life under the Chilean 

dictator Pinochet. 

  Once Were Warriors by Alan Duff. A couple battle entrenched poverty, racism 

and other ills that overwhelm their traditional Maori culture and children in a 

Maori ghetto of urban New Zealand. 

  Paradise of the Blind by Duong Thu Huong. Effects of the Vietnamese 

revolution on a particular family.  

 Pillars of Salt by Fadia Faqir.Stories exchanged by two wives in a mental 

hospital whose experiences typify Jordanian experience during the British 

Mandate. 

  The River Between, by Ngugi wa Thiong'o. Colonial splits among Kenyans and 

the issue of female circumcision.  



 Sabriya: A Novel by Ulfat Idlibi. Story of a Damascene woman‟s beleaguered 

life, from her country‟s revolt against the French in the 1920s in an oppressively 

patriarchal society.  

 Shadow Lines by Amitav Ghosh; Recent Indian political history especially 

partition and violence in Bengal.  

 So Long a Letter by Mariama Ba. Short story consisting of a widow‟s letter 

during her period of mourning after her husband‟s death about her life and the 

double standards for men and women.  

 A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini. Story of the lives of two 

women in living in Afghanistan during its turbulent years (war against the 

Soviets, warlord battles, Taliban rule and then life after the US invasion).  

 Tree of Red Stars by Tessa Bridal. Tells the story of a young upper class woman 

and those close to her in Uruguay in the 1960's, as their democracy is gradually 

taken over by a military dictatorship. 

  The Underdogs (Los de Abajo) by Mariano Azuela. Tells the story of the 

Mexican Revolution.  

 War in the Land of Egypt by Yusuf al Qa‟id. Events in the 1973 war with Israel 

in Egypt from various angles. 

 War of the Rats by David Robbins. Stalingrad snipers during WWII.  

 Weep Not, Child by Ngugi wa Thiong‟o. Story of a young boy, as he grows up 

amidst the Mau Mau war and the conflict between the African natives and the 

British colonial rulers and the Indian merchants. 

  When Rain Clouds Gather by Bessie Head. Botswana in the 1960s during 

independence versus South Africa‟s oppression of its black population. Women 

of Algiers in Their Apartment by Assia Djebar. Collection of stories (denounced 

in Algeria) about urban Algerian women freed from colonialism to face a regime 

that subjugates them as it celebrates the liberation of men.  

 Day of the False King: A Novel of Murder in Ancient Babylon by Brad 

Geagley. Sequel to Year of the Hyenas set in ancient Babylon.  

 Ishmael by Daniel Quinn. Unique reexamination of early history. Really makes 

you think.  

  Sarum by Edward Rutherfurd. Traces the entire turbulent course of English 

history (over 10,000 years) through the lives of five families that reflect the 

changing face of Britain.  

 Year of the Hyenas: A Novel of Murder in Ancient Egypt by Brad Geagley. A 

mystery set in Ancient Egypt.  

 The Gardens of Light by Amin Maalouf, Dorothy S. Blair. Recreates the life of 

Mani, Persian mystic who founded the Manichaean religion and was eventually 

executed on the grounds of heresy.  

 Mahabharata; R. K. Narayan, trans. Story of the “cousin’s war” of Prince 

Arjuna. Sanskrit tale that illustrates the principle beliefs of most Hindus.  

 Roman Blood – by Steven Saylor. First in a series of mysteries set in Ancient 

Rome, chronicling real life events in Rome’s tumultuous period from Republic to 

Empire. Followed by: Arms of Nemesis, Catalina’s Riddle, The Venus Throw, 

A Murder on the Appian Way, Rubicon: A Novel of Ancient Rome, Last 



Seen in Massilia, A Mist of Prophecies, The Judgment of Caesar. Any and all 

can be read for the summer project. 

 Siddhartha by Herman Hesse. Introduction to Buddhism and life of Siddhartha 

(later known as the Buddha).  

 Three Kingdoms: Chinese Classics (Classic Novel in 4-Volumes) by Luo 

Guanzhong, Moss Roberts (Translator). Martial epic of a long drawn out battle in 

China 

 The Book of Saladin: A Novel by Tariq Ali. Fictional memoir of Saladin, the 

Kurdish liberator of Jerusalem.  

 The Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee, The Chinese Nail Murders, or any of 

Robert van Gulik's Judge Dee novels. Classical Chinese detective stories; reveal 

ancient Chinese society, culture and government.  

 Dante's Daughter by Kimberley Burton Heuston. Story of Dante, his daughter 

and their times. 

  Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey. Mystery novel about Richard III and the 

deaths of his two nephews. An excellent look at how history is written. 

 In an Antique Land by Amitav Ghosh. An Indian student does research on a 

mysterious slave of a Jewish merchant working the Indian Ocean trade routes; 

also examines life in postcolonial Egypt. 

  Monkey (part of a longer piece called Journey to the West), Arthur Waley trans.; 

Tang Chinese folk tales (written in the Ming dynasty) that cover some of the basic 

principles of Taoism and Buddhism.  

 Samarkand by Amin Maalouf. Story of Omar Khayyam, a poet, mathematician, 

and astronomer; and fanatical cult leader Hassan, who commands an invincible 

army of assassins.  

 A Sultan in Palermo by Tariq Ali. Story of Muhammed al-Idrisi‟s (Muslim 

cartographer) in 12th C Sicily where Arab, Norman and Christian culture clash.  

 Sundiata, an Epic of Old Mali translated by D.T. Niane. Oral epic of the founder 

of the kingdom of Mali.  

 Tusk and Stone by Malcolm Bosse. A young Brahmin book in 7th C India is 

kidnapped, sold, becomes a soldier,then a mahout and then a stone carver.  

 The Walking Drum by Louis L’Amour. A young man’s travel throughout 

Christian & Islamic Europe & Western Asia. Not great literature, attitudes 

towards gender are troubling, but good on cultural exchanges 

 Aztec by Gary Jennings. Long, gripping tale of Mexico before and during the 

arrival of Spanish. Sexual content 

 The Examination by Malcolm Bosse. Two brothers in 16th C China travel to the 

capital for an examination while navigating various challenges in strife-filled 

China.  

 Inca Moon by Patrick Carmichael. Mystery set in the Inca Empire under the reign 

of Thupa Inka (Topa Inca) 

 Ines of My Soul: A Novel by Isabel Allende. Story of the founding of Chile. 

Lady and the Unicorn by Tracy Chevalier. Tells the story of how tapestries were 

created in 15th C Europe.  



 Leo Africanus by Amin Maalouf. Adventures of real-life Hassan al-Wazzan from 

his birth in Spain, to North Africa, Timbuktu, Cairo and finally to Rome of Pope 

Leo X.  

 My Name Is Red by Orhan Pamuk. Story about 16th century Istanbul and 

imperial illustrators. 

  The Samurai by Shusaku Endo. Samurai trip to the Philippines, Mexico, Spain, 

Rome and back with a priest.  

 Taiko by Eiji Yoshikawa. Look at the period of unification in Japan under 

Tokugawa, Nobunaga and Hideyoshi.  

 The Twentieth Wife by Indu Sundaresan – Love story about the emperor and 

empress of Mughal India, could also read the sequel – Feast of Roses  

 All Souls’ Rising by Madison Smartt Bell. A very violent read on the Haitian 

Revolution, 1791-1804.  

 Birds Without Wings by Louis de Bernieres. Tells the story of the decline of the 

Ottoman Empire from the perspective of a small Anatolian town of Eskibahce and 

the life and career of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 

  Cloud of Sparrows by Takashi Matsuoka. Gripping fictional account of 

Japanese contact with the West.  

 Daughter of Fortune by Isabel Allende. Tells the story of a Chilean woman 

traveling to California during the gold rush with a Chinese friend.  

 The Dawning: A Novel by Milkwa Bajic-Poderegin, translated by Nadja 

Poderegin. Follows four generations of a family in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Focuses 

on nationalism, religion, class and gender issues facing the family.  

 Fantasia: An Algerian Cavalcade by Assia Djebar. Story of a girl, Algeria, and 

occupation by the French. 

  The Glassblowers by Daphne DuMaurier. Story told by a family split by the 

French revolution.  

 Grandfather’s Tale by Ulfat Idlibi. Follows a Dagestani family into Syria and 

back into the soon to be Russia.  

 Hadji Murat by Leo Tolstoy. Tells of 19th C Russian encounter with its Muslim 

neighbors and then inhabitants. 

  Island Beneath the Sea: A Novel by Isabel Allende, tells the story of a slave at 

the time of the Haitian Revolution 

  Land: A Novel by Pak Kyong-Ni. Tells the story of Korea from the late 18th to 

the present.  

 Middle Passage by Charles Johnson. Life of a freed African American slave in 

New Orleans who ends up on a slave clipper and helps the slaves stage a revolt.  

 Morenga by Uwe Timm. A historical novel set in the early 20th Century, about a 

black African leader and a bloody civil war in German-occupied Southwest 

Africa.  

 Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom by Katherine Patterson. Describes China 

during the Taiping Rebellion.  

 Red Earth and Pouring Rain: A Novel by Vikram Chandra. Various stories 

from India including 18th and 19th C Mogul India, but also earlier and later.  



 The Rock of Tanios by Amin Maalouf. Depiction of social and political turmoil 

in Lebanon during the 1880s. Segu by Maryse Conde. Chronicles a family near 

present-day Mali (and beyond) in the 18th C as their traditions are challenged by 

the slave trade and Islam. 

  The Two Hearts of Kwasi Boachi, by Arthur Japin. Novel based on the true 

story of two Ashante princes, who are sent to Holland in 1837 which expose them 

to the slave trade, life in Holland and in Indonesia.  

 This Earth of Mankind by Parmoedya Ananta Toer. Tells the tale of Dutch Java 

and colonialism and modernity. The novel was dictated by Toer while in prison to 

others who passed it out for transcription 

 

NONFICTION READINGS 

 

 Barber, Benjamin. Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism Are 

Reshaping the World, A look at globalization.  

 Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. True story of a 

boy soldier in Sierra Leone. 240 p.  

 Chang, Jung Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China. Fabulous story of 3 

generations of women in China 

 Follain, John. Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's Struggle for Freedom. Tells 

of a woman‟s clandestine resistance against the Taliban in Afghanistan. 256p. 

  Friedman, Tom, The World is Flat. Shows how interconnected the world has 

become with new technology and digital advances, led often not by corporations, 

but also individuals. 

 Gourevitch, Philip. We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be 

Killed with Our Families: Stories from Rwanda. Tales of genocide in Rwanda. 

Is incredibly depressing and moving. 

  Hoffer, Eric. The True Believer. Nature of mass movements, a key aspect of the 

20th and 21st century.  

 Huntington, Samuel The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World 

Order. Discusses increasing threat of violence from renewed conflicts between 

cultures that base traditions on religious faith and dogma.  

 Keylor, William. The Twentieth-Century World. Big structures of diplomacy, 

alliances, & trade in the century. 

  Kinser, Stephen. A Thousand Hills: Rwanda's Rebirth and the Man Who 

Dreamed It. Balanced look at events leading up to the 1994 genocide (and earlier 

"practice" ones) and life after it in Rwanda. 

 Kurlansky, Mark. 1968: The Year That Changed the World. An engaging look 

at life in 1968 and how events around the world, as far apart as the US and 

Poland, were interconnected.  

  MacMillan, Margaret. Paris 1919: Six Months that Changed the War. 

Fascinating look at events during the conference that ended WWI. Presents a 

different hypothesis on causes leading to WWII.  

 Mernissi, Fatima. Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in a Modern 

Muslim Society. Muslim women‟s lives in Morocco.  



 McNeill, John. Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of 

the 20th Century. Prize winning book about the dramatic changes in the world‟s 

environment in the last century. 

  Roberts, J. M. Twentieth Century. One of the best one-volume accounts on the 

past century. 

  Sacco, Joe. Safe Area Gorazde: The War in Eastern Bosnia 1992 - 1995. 

Examines life in war torn Bosnia during the early 1990s and the break up of the 

region.  

 Graphic novel. Palestine. Looks at life in Israel and the Occupied Territories 

during the first Intifada (also cartoon).  

 Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis. A brief memoir in pictures (cartoon) about growing 

up in 1980s Tehran.  

 Wolff, Eric. Peasant Wars of the Twentieth Century. Notes parallels in the 

Chinese, Russian, and other revolutions.  

 Wong, Jan. Red China Blues. Canadian-Chinese student at end of Cultural 

Revolution. Good account of Tiananmen Square.  

 Wrong, Michela. I Didn't Do It for You: How the World Betrayed a Small 

African Nation. Compelling account of the recent history of Eritrea (since the 

turn of the century) and its neighbors and colonizers.  

  Lerner, Gerda. Creation of Patriarchy. Multi-causal theory to explain 

development of the patriarchal system.  

 Teresi, Dick. Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from 

the Babylonians to the Maya, Traces technology and science in Foundations 

period (and a little beyond). Math and science heavy.  

 Armstrong, Karen. The Great Transformation. Fascinating look at the changes 

in major belief systems in India, China and the Middle East from 900 BCE to 200 

BCE.  

 Bentley, Jerry. Old World Encounters: Cross-Cultural Contacts & Exchanges 

in Pre-Modern Times. A look at early societies trading patterns and the 

exchanges that occurred culturally as well.  

 Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs, and Steel: the Fates of Human Societies. One 

theory for European dominance 
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